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1989  was  a busy  year  for  NLG,  reaching  a peak  of  activity 
at  the  Pittsburgh  American  Numismatic  Association  convention 
during  August.  Full  reports  follow  on  the  election  of  three 
directors  and  the  winners  of  the  annual  contest.  And  speaking 
of  elections,  no  fewer  than  10  out  of  16  candidates  for  the 
ANA  Board  of  Cover;::  j were  NLG  members  1 

The  new  ANA  Board  includes  the  following  NLG  members:  Ken 
Hallenbeck,  Edward  C.  Rochette.  president  and  vice  president; 
Governors  Kenneth  E.  Bressett.  David  L.  Ganz,  James  L. 
Halperln,  Donn  Pearlman.  and  Nancy  Wilson.  Highest 
vote-getter  after  the  top  seven  was  our  own  Kay  Lenker.  who 
under  the  by-laws  would  succeed  to  any  vacancy  occurring 
before  the  next  regular  election. 

Now  that  the  Guild  has  achieved  its  majority  (we're  21  years 
old  this  year),  we  must  all  work  hard  to  continue  the  growth 
that  has  brought  us  this  far.  Just  think,  in  four  more 
years  we'll  be  celebrating  our  25th  annlversaryl 

****** 

The  late  Elbert  Hubbard  used  to  say,  "If  you  want  to  get 
the  work  done,  select  the  busy  man,  the  other  kind  has  no 
timel"  I'm  afraid  I've  proven  Elbert's  dictum  since  last 
summer  as  regards  the  NLG  Newsletter.  SO,  our  major  goal  for 

1990  is  an  Improved  and  more  regular  NLG  Newsletter.  I was 
asked  to  serve  as  editor  more  than  two  years  ago,  but  as  a 
self-employed  numismatist,  my  time  has  been  occupied  more  and 
more  by  the  demands  of  my  company,  Alexander  Numismatic 
Services  Inc.  I ap>ologlze  for  the  delays  in  this  newsletter, 
but  we  have  found  a solution,  a new  editor. 

We  have  an  NLG  member  in  Texas  who  has  expressed  Interest 
in  accepting  the  post  of  editor.  An  individual  of  experience 
who  has  the  time  to  devote  to  this  exacting  task  will  do  a 
far  better  Job  as  editor  than  I have  of  late.  Again,  my 
regrets. 

Remember,  a new  editor  will  still  need  your  news  stories, 
articles,  press  releases,  personal  anecdotes,  reports  of  NLG 
member's  doings  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  We  can  make  good 
use  of  additional  advertising  as  well.  Our  newsletter  will 
ALWAYS  needs  YOU. 


****** 


Our  most  sincere  thanks  go  to  the  three  directors  whose 
terms  expired  this  year.  Col.  Bill  Murray,  everybody's 
favorite  "New-mismatist"  is  now  semi -ret irea  in  sunny  San 
Antonio.  Col.  Bill  was  one  of  the  easiest  people  to  work 
with,  always  upbeat,  cheerful  and  possessed  of  a keen  sense 
of  what  needed  to  be  done. 

Donn  Pearlnan  is  a major  pioneer  in  numismatlcB  via  radio 
and  television,  a crusader  against  fraudulent  advertising  and 
now  a reform  candidates  elected  to  the  ANA  board.  To  us, 
however,  Donn  will  always  be  recalled  as  the  stellar  NLG  Bash 
Emcee  of  history.  His  dedication  to  this  demanding,  often 
nerve-wracking  task  will  make  him  a hard  act  to  follow. 

Few  of  us  have  C2u:eer  experiences  in  publishing  to  match  Ed 
Reiter.  Former  editor  of  Numismatic  News.  Ed  was  for  nine 
years  the  coin  columnist  of  the  New  York  Times.  His  work 
there  is  sorely  missed  by  regular  readers  of  this  column,  now 
only  a ghost  of  what  it  was  in  the  Reiter  years.  Ed  is  now 
senior  editor  of  COINaqe  magazine,  to  which  many  NLG  members 
are  regular  contributors . 

A fearless,  "tell  it  like  it  is"  (or  is  that  "as  it  is?" 
Journalist,  Ed  rejoices  in  the  official  U.S.  Mint  title  of 
"that  crusty  curmudgeon."  Few  in  our  field  have  attained  such 
status  with  our  beloved  officialdom!  Once  more  THANKS  to  all 
our  former  Board  stalwarts. 


David  T.  Alexander 
Executive  Director  NLG 
Miami,  Florida 


NLG  1989  BOARD  ELECTION 

Six  candidates  came  forward  to  compete  for  the  three  seats 
falling  vacant  this  year.  Mall  ballots  were  tabulated  at  the 
NLG  table  during  the  ANA  convention  and  the  results  were 
announced  at  the  Bash.  Taking  office  for  the  two-yeM  term 
of  1989-1991  are: 

David  C.  Harper.  Presently  serving  as 
editor  of  Krause  Publications'  monthly  Bank 
Note  Reporter.  Dave  is  past  editor  ^ 
Numismatic  Nws  and  a well-known  figure  in 
the  world  of  coins  and  paper  money.  He  has 
been  a leader  in  the  campaign  to  redesign 
the  nation's  circulating  coinage  and  is 
active  in  his  home  state  of  Wisconsin's 
political  life. 

R.  W.  Julian.  A faimous  researcher  in  the 
fields  of  early  United  States  coins  and 
medals,  Polish  and  Russiem  coins.  Bob  is  an 
Indiana  native  whose  pioneering  forbears 
settled  in  Cass  County.  A few  ye^Lrs  ago  he 
Issued  a widely  acclaimed  satirical  medal 
series,  and  his  great  book  Medals  of  the 
U.S.  Mint,  the  First  Century  is  the  ntandarff 
in  its  field. 

Jim  Miller.  Founder  and  long-time  publisher 
of  the  widely  read  monthly  magazine  COINace. 

Jim  is  one  of  true  gentlemen  of  numismatics. 

A founding  member  of  NLG,  he  was  instru- 
mental to  its  success  by  his  generous 
"loaning"  of  such  early  leaders  as  Lee 
Martin  and  Clem  Bailey  to  their  sometimes 
time-consuming  NLG  volunteer  labors.  Jim 
received  the  1988  Clemv  Award  from  David  T. 
Alexander  and  in  turn  nominated  Q.  David 
Bowers  for  this  NLG  recognition. 


Currently  serving  the  two-year  terms  to  which  they  were 
elected  at  the  1988  Cincinnati  convention  are: 


Tom  D<»Lor«v . On  tha  Coin  World  atafC  1973 
- IqVA,  To*  waa  latar  chief  autbantlcator- 
gradar  for  AHAC3.  Ha  la  now  a ataff 
nualaaatlat  for  Harlan  J.  Berk  Ltd,  of 
Chicago.  Hla  tn-ltlnga  have  brought  bin  the 
AlUi  Heath  Literary  Award  and  the  Wayte  t 
Oloa  Ravnond  Award;  ha  la  naat  editor  of 
tAMs  io^r. 

Anthony  SwlataK.  Studant  and  raaaarchar  In 
tEa  field  of  U.S.  cornmamoratlve  coinage, 
educator  and  aenlor  author  of  the  Kncyclo- 
pylla  of  U.S.  Hllvy  t Gold  CnmniBTOratlve 

Colna,  Anthony  ia  a frequent  contributor  to 

the  nue1a*atlc  preaa  In  araaa  aa  dlverae  aa 
the  Horae  commemratlye  aedal  2md  the  allver 
Peace  dollar.  Ha  la  a founder  of  the  major 
organization  of  coamamoratlve  coin  collectors 
and  haa  served  as  Its  editor. 


HLG  OFFICSHS  fi  DIBECTORS  1989-1990 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  fi 
EDITOR 

HEWSLETTER  EDITOR 

David  T.  Alexander 
P.O.  Box  970218 
Miami  PL  33197-0218 
(305)  238-1651 


TREASURER  ASSISTANT 

Pat  Alexander 
Kay  E.  Lenker  (Mrs.  David) 

P.O.  Box  6909 
San  Diego  CA  92106 
(619)  222-8739 


f**##*####  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  tittiittii 

Tom  DeLorey  David  C.  Heurper  R.W.  Jull2ui 

Jim  Miller  Anthony  Swlatek 


NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD 


1989  LITERARY  AWARD  WINNERS: 


CLASS  I,  BOOKS 

1)  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR: 

Coin  World  Guide  to  U.S.  Coins,  Prices  & Value 

Trends,  Flr8t'^3ItIon7"l?rIttonTy^ITTTM|Yr^GTbE^ 

Edited  by  Beth  Delsher,  Trends  values  by  Keith  M. 
Zaner. 

2)  BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK  IN: 

2a)  U.S.  COINS: 

A Handbook  of  20th  Century  United  States  Gold  Coins, 

1907-1953n  By  David  W.  ^ers.  Bowers  & Merena 

Galleries,  Wolfeboro  NH,  1988. 

2b)  WORLD  COINS: 

Israel's  Money  & Medals,  4th  enleurged  and  revised 
edition,  edlt^  by  Svlvfa  Haffner  Magnus,  published 
by  American  Israel  Numismatic  Assn,  under  license 
from  A.H.  Kagan  Ltd.,  Boca  Raton  Fla.,  1988. 


EXCELLENCE 

excel  end  a 
vorzuglichkeit 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin 
accessories.  For  over  45  years  Whitman  has 
been  supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  relia- 
ble and  authoritative  reference  books  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  furnishing  collectors  with 
pricing  information,  Whitman  has  made  col- 
lecting interesting  and  enjoyable.  Our  coin 
storage  and  display  products  protect  and  en- 
hance even  the  most  discriminating  collec- 
tions. WHITMAN  — the  hobby  standard. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 

Whitman  Coin  Products 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 


VletnM:  Military  Lore  1959-1973,  Another  Wav  to 

Remember.  By  Masher  Sergeant  Ray  A.  Bows  USA  Ret., 

ed.  by  Stephem  Bows.  Bows  6 Sons  Publishing,  Hanover, 
Mass.  1988. 

2f)  NUMISMATIC  INVESTMENTS: 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  a Study  In  Rare  Coin 

Price  PerforTMtnce,  1963-1988.  Edlt^  by  O.  David 

Bowers . Published  by  Bowers  & Merena  Galleries, 

Wolfeboro  NH,  1988. 

2g)  MUSEUM  t EXHIBITION  CATALOGS: 

Old  Money:  American  Trompe  I'Oell  Images  of  Curren^. 

with  essay  by  Bruce  W.  Ch^unbers.  Berry-Hill 

Galleries,  (Frederick  D.  Hill)  Mew fork,  Nov.  Dec. 
1988. 

AWARD  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT: 

The  Eagle  that  Is  Forgotten,  Pierre  Eugene  Du 

3^^nltlere.  Founding  Father  of  American  NumlsmatlcsT 

Bv  Dr.  Joel  D.  Orosz~  foreword  bv  Eric  P.  Newman. 

Bowers  & Merena  Galleries,  Wolfeboro  NH,  1988. 


CLASS  II  - A 

U.S.  COMMERCIAL  MAGAZINES 


2c)  U.S.  PAPER  MONEY: 

Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Obsolete  Bank 

Wntea  . '1782-1866  Bv  James  A.  Haxbv.  Associate  Editor 

Barbara' Ann  Belling  Special  Consultant  Walter  D. 
Allan.  Four  Volumes  each  714+-pp) , Alabama-Wlsconsln 
pln«"u«Tiir«  of  the  United  States,  Krause  Publications, 
lola  Wls.  1988. 

2d)  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY: 

Dutch  luinknote  Design,  a Compendium.  By  Jaap  Bolten, 
with  a Catalogue  by  P.J.  Soetens  of  the  banknotes 
Issued  by  the  NetberlanHs  Bank.  Amsterdam,  De 
Hederlandsche  Bank  NV  and  Kluwer  Academic  Publishers, 
Dordrecht,  Boston,  London,  1988. 


3)  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES  ON: 

3a)  COINS: 

An  Artist's  Written  Word,  letters  Hermon  A.  MacNell 

bv  Robert  vem  Ryzln,  COINS.  July  1988 

3b)  TOKENS  fi  MEDALS: 

The  Bush  Salute,  by  Ed  Reiter,  COINage  Feb.  1989 
3c)  PAPER  HONEY: 

Freedom,  by  Gene  Hessler,  COINage,  Apr.  1989. 

4)  BEST  COLUMN: 


2e)  TOKENS  £ MEDALS: 
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Mlke  Sherman.  In  Retrospect,  Legacy  Aug.,  Oct.,  Dec. 

1955: 


5)  BEST  ISSUE: 

LEGACY.  Spring  1989,  Vol.  II,  No.  1. 


CLASS  II  B 

WORLD  COMMERCIAL  MAGAZINES 

6)  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  IN: 

6a)  COINS: 

The  Phlllpplnea,  Multi-Cultured  Numlamatlc  Mosaic, 

by  David  T.  Alexander.  WORLD  COINS.  October  1989. 

6b)  TOKENS  & MEDALS: 

Wahlen  von  Koenlqen  und  Kalsen  waehrend  dea 

Mlttelalters  In  Frankfurt  am  Main.  By  Willy  Fuch^ 

MuenzenRevue,  Basel.  Switzerland.  December  1988. 

6c)  PAPER  MONEY: 

They  Were  In  at  the  Birth.  {Inside  history  of 
Britain's  1914  emergency  paper  money)  by  William 
Caine.  Bond  & Banknote  News,  Grayshott,  Hlndshead, 
Surrey  UK,  Mar. -Apr.  1989. 

7)  BEST  COLUMN: 

Harlan  J.  Berk,  What's  Old.  World  Coin  News  Feb. -May 
1989. 

8)  BEST  ISSUE: 

World  Coin  News.  Hong  Kong  International  Coin  Expo 
Special  Issue~ August  30,  1988. 

AWARD  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT: 

Best  of  The  Celator  1988.  Lodi,  Wls.,  Wayne  G. 
Sayles,  Publisher. 


CLASS  III 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB  MAGAZINES 

9)  Best  Article: 

Railroad  Cord  Wood  Tokens.  By  David  E.  Schenkman. 
TAMS  Journal.  December  1988. 

10)  BEST  COLUMN: 

David  W.  Lange,  Baclt  to  Basics,  The  Nusd.smatlst. 

11)  BEST  ISSUE: 

Metal  Pensant.  Revue  de  la  Medallle  d'Art. 

Bicentennial  of  French  Revolution  Issue,  Monnale  de 

Parle.  December  1988. 


CLASS  IV 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12)  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  OR  CONTINUING  COVERAGE: 

Black  Sea  Hoard  Sparks  Coiitroversy.  by  Richard 
Gledrovc.  Coin  World,  March  29.  1989. 

13a)  BEST  ARTICLE,  COINS: 

Collectors  & Investors  May  Bn1ov  Peace  Dollars,  by 

Anthony  Swlatek.  Coin  World.  March  8.  1.  29.  1989. 

13b)  BEST  ARTICLE,  TOKENS  fi  MEDALS: 

Bryan  Money  Lampooned  Drive  for  Free  Silver,  by  Robert 
R.  Van  Rvzln.  Numismatic  News.  Jan.  31.  1989. 

13c)  BEST  ARTICLE,  PAPER  MONEY: 

Dr.  Stuart  Gwlnn,  Inventor  of  "Spider  Leg*  Paper. 

by  Brent  Hughes.  B^ulk  Note  Reporter.  June  1988. 


Since  1964,  COIN age  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A signiflcant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 

Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


agazines,  Inc. 


OUT  & ABOUT  

HLO  MEMBEB3  IR  ACTION... 

HLO  axacutlva  Dlractor  Dav«  Alexander  was  appointed  a District 
Deputy  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  'by  Florida  State  Deputy 
Jaees  W.  Cupp...  he'll  oversee  four  local  Councils  of  this 
leading  fraternal  organization. 

yae  DeLorev  is  now  on  the  staff  of  Harlan  J.  Berh  Ltd. , now 
located  at  31  North  Clark  Street  in  downtown  Chicago. 

Alexander  and  Dc^orey  have  just  completed  an  epic  task:  the 
total  rewrite  ot  the  book  which  first  appeared  in  1971  as 
Scott's  Comprehensive  Ca^loque  6 Encyclopedia  of  United 

States  Coins.  (See  From  the  sirck  Stacks). 

Smithsonian  numismatist  Dr.  Richard  G.  Doty  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  gala  opening  in  April  of  the  Western  Heritage  Museum's 
gallery  housing  the  great  Byron  Reed  Collection  in  Omaha. 

Nebraska. 

Russ  Rulau  must  feel  immense  relief,  now  that  his  latest  book, 
piscoverinq  America,  the  Coin  Collecting  Connection,  is  at 
last  in  print.  (See  From  the  Book  Stacks,  below). 

Walter  Breen  reports  few  problems  as  a result  of  the  great 
Bay  Area  earthquake,  some  books  off  their  shelves  seemed  to 
be  the  worst  of  it,  since  he  was  not  on  the  f2uiious  flying 
freeway. 

Beth  Deisher,  Bill  Gibbs.  Brad  Reed  and  Keith  Zaner  have 
survived  the  revision  of  the  second  edition  of  the  Coin  World 
Guide  to  U.S.  Coins,  Prices  and  Value  Trends,  a major  new 
force  in  that  field. 

Scott  Travers  has  released  his  newest  book.  Making  the  Fur 
Fly  might  be  a fitting  title,  but  it  won't  be  called  that... 
It's  called  The  Investor's  Guide  to  Coin  Trading,  John  Wiley 
£ Sons,  New  York.  (See  From  the  Book  Stacks). 

Fred  L.  Reed  III  has  re-upped  his  Guild  membership.  Fred  is 
still  working  on  the  ultli^te  book  on  Encased  Postage  and  now 
edits  one  of  the  biggest  Baseball  Card  magazines. 

Carl  W.A.  Carlson  is  slaving  away  on  the  great  ANA  Centennial 
Anthology,  slated  for  release  soon.  A linchpin  of  Stack's 
numismatic  auctions  in  New  York  City,  one-time  Garrett 
Collection  curator  C2irl  is  skillfully  harassing  a number  of 
ieliow  Guildites  to  finish  articles  for  this  tremendously 
valuedsle  effort. 


Speaking  of  ANA,  past  President  Q.  David  Bowers,  this  year's 
NLG  Clemy  winner,  is  somehow  finding  time  to  write  the 
definitive  history  of  the  national  orgimlzation,  which  will 
appear  in  hard  cover  for  the  1991  ANA  Centennial. 

Best  wishes  to  Art  Kagin.  who  underwent  surgery  in  Des  Moines 
after  the  ANA  convention.  (Gee,  Art,  the  show  couldn't  have 
been  THAT  badl)  Art's  making  the  headlines  (along  with 
numismatist-legal  eagle  David  L.  Ganz)  by  taking  out  ANA  Life 
Memberships  for  all  of  bis  grandchildren.  That's  certainly 
one  way  to  bring  the  much-needed  YN's  into  the  bobby 1 

He  couldn't  stay  away;  noted  auction  cataloger  (specializing 
in  such  catchy  phrases  as  Clattering  Cantankerous  Cavalcade 
of  Cartwheels,  or  was  it  Suzle  Doozle  Woozies)  Douglas  Winter 
has  returned  to  the  bosom  of  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Auctions  Tn 
Dallas,  Texas.  A noted  book  collector  and  specialist  in 
building  mailing  lists.  Winter  was  associated  with  Heritage 
years  ago. 

Our  sister  organization,  the  San  Diego-based  Society  for 
International  Numismatics  (SIN)  bestowed  three  of  its  coveted 
Silver  Medals  of  Merit  on  NLG  members: 

1.  Albert  & Virginia  Hall  for  Service  to  Numismatics; 

2 . David  T.  Alexander  for  Numismatic  Research  & 
Writing; 

3.  a should-be-member,  ancient  specialist  Joel  L. 
Malter  for  Service  to  SIN. 

Presentation  was  made  at  the  innovative  Golden  State  Coin  Show 
in  Pasadena,  California. 

This  great  show  bright  together  the  California  State 
Numismatic  Association,  Numismatic  Association  of  Southern 
California,  SIN  and  the  Council  of  International  Numismatics. 
With  its  splendid  spirit  of  total  cooperation,  the  Golden 
State  show  demonstrated  how  successful  such  an  event  can  be. 

Golden  State's  directing  Council  of  Eight  Included  such  Guild 
members  as  our  worthy  Treasurer  Kay  Lenker.  Dr.  Tom 
Fitzgerald.  Beate  Rauch,  and  Dorothy  Baber.  Speakers  from 
NLG  Included  Mid-Asia  specialist  william  F.  Spengler. 
primitive  money  guru  John  Lenker.  NASC  Editor  Dr.  Walter 
Ostromeckl . and  "late  blooming"  numismatic  writer  Martha 
Stevenson . James  L.  Bettqn  III  of  SIN,  an  NLG  founder  and 
member  of  the  first  organizing  Board,  was  another  show  leader, 
and  Wolfeboro's  Dave  Bowers  conducted  one  of  the  two  auctions 
at  Golden  State. 


SHARE  YOUR  NUMISMATIC  KNOWLEDGE! 


World  Coins?  Bank  Notes?  U.S.  Coins? 


Avid  collectors  know  no  boundaries  when  they  search 
for  information  on  their  favorite  issues. 


Dave  Harper  Bob  Wilhite 

Bank  Note  Reporter  Numismatic  News 


At  Krause  Publications,  we  are  committed  to  bringing 
our  readers  the  best  information  we  can  provide.  That’s 
why  we’re  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  talented  writers 
who  have  numismatic  knowledge  to  share. 

Do  you  fit  the  bill?  If  so,  we’d  like  to  see  your  work.  Feel 
free  to  contact  the  respective  editor  at  our  editorial 
offices  for  further  information,  or  submit  a written  query 
on  a topic  you’d  like  to  write  about. 


Arlyn  Sleber 
Coins  Magazine 


John  Kolbeck 
World  Coin  News 


publications 


'00  East  State  St.  lola,  WI  54990 
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14)  BEST  COLUMN: 


23)  RADIO: 


Nell  Shafer's  News  & Views,  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Sept. 

T9fi5^an.  


15)  BEST  ISSUE: 

Bank  Note  Reiyrter , Memphis  Internatloiial  Paper  Money 
Show  special  Issu^  June  1988,  David  C . Harper, 
editor. 


CLASS  V 

MAURICE  M.  GOULD  AWARDS 

NUMISMATICS  IN  NON-NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

16a)  COLUMNS  IN  NEWSPAPERS  WITH  CIRCULATION  OF  100,000  OR 
MORE: 

Edward  Banning,  "About  Coins,"  Toronto  Globe  & Mall, 
May  14  and  21,  1988;  Jan.  14,  19^9. 

16b)  COLUMNS  IN  NEWSPAPERS  WITH  CIRCULATTION  LESS  THAN 

100,000: 

Harold  Flartev.  "Coins. " Dally  Record.  Morristown 
Newspapers  Inc.,  Parslppany  N.J.  May  22,  1988,  Feb. 
5 , M^u:ch  12,  1989. 


Doim  Pearlman,  TOBM-CBS,  Chicago,  "Coin  Collectors' 
Comer,  May  ‘7.  June  4~ Sept.  10,  i4bA. 

AWARD  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT: 

Scott  A.  Travers.  "On  Air  Rare  Coin  CosMentator." 
John  Slack's  Financial  Journal . \nk0 Mass.  JSO 
AM/Stereo,  Sept.  1988-May  1989,  monthly  appearances . 

24)  AUDIO: 

James  L.  Hal^rln.  "How  to  Sell  Coins  at  Auction," 
Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions.  Dallas,  TX. 

25)  TELEVISION: 

David  Llsot.  "Coin  Report."  Financial  Hewn  Netvfork, 
Jan.  1989-May  19^9. 


CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY  MEMORIAL  AWARD 
BEST  MEW  WRITER  IN  NUMISMATIC  FIELD: 
JOHN  IDDINGS.  COIHaqe. 


16c)  SYNDICATED  COLUMNS 


THE  CLEMY  AWARD 


NO  ENTRY  Presented  by  1988  winner  Jim  Miller  to 

Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 

CLASS  VI 

CLUB  PUBLICATIONS 

16a)  MEMBERSHIP  OF  100  OR  LESS: 

San  Diego  Numismatic  Society  Bulletin.  Dorothy  Baber, 
editor,  Jul. -Sept. -Dec.  1988. 


16b)  MEMBERSHIP  MORE  THAN  100: 

International  Primitive  Money  Society,  John  E.  Lenker,  ADDRESSES  NEEDED  1 It  1 1 

editor,  Redlands,  Cal. 


CLASS  VII 
AUCTION  CATALOGS 

18)  The  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III,  Bowers  & Merena,  Nov. 

14-15,  1988. 

NL6  need  a current  mailing  addresses  for  these  Canadian 
AWARD  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT:  members  who  have  moved  without  giving  us  a forwarding  address: 


The  Jack  H.  Robinson  Collection  of  Large  Cents  fi  Half  Cents, 

Superior  Galleries,  Jan.  299-30,  1989  R.C.  Willey,  Huold  Don  Allen. 


CLASS  VIII 

COMMERCIAL  LITERATURE 

19)  COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS,  HOUSE  ORGANS: 

NGC  News . Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America. 
Ed  RelterU  editor.  Nov.  1,  1988  - May  1989, 

Parslppany  N.J. 

20)  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S  AWARD  FOR  BEST  INVESTMENT  NEWSLETTER 


Please  contact  the  executive  director  If  you  can  help. 

««««««l«««»«*»*««i««««*l*«««»l««««i«fif«««f«*««i«««#fi«»» 


Anthony  Swlatek  Numismatic  Report.  Anthony  Swlatek. 
editor.  Oct. -Nov.  1988,  Jan. -Feb.,  March-April  1989. 
Manhasset,  N.Y. 


CLASS  IX 

21)  BEST  ALL  AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

Robert  Van  Ryzln.  primarily  for  Numismatic  News 
articles;  COINS  magazine  material  secondary. 


CLASS  X 

22)  BEST  WRITER  IN  NLG  NEWSLETTER 
Lee  Martin 


CLASS  XI 
AUDIO  VISUAL 
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. NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  • INTERNATIONAL  A 

Ronald  J.  Gillio  NLG,  invites  all  fellow  Numismatic  § 
Literary  Guild  members  to  receive  our  catalogs  5 
and  news  releases  by  writing  to:  o 

4^udtl»tL  ^mlUidu,  If  me,  ^ 

Ronald  J.  Gillio,  Incorporated  g 

Goldmunzen  International  [)] 

CO 


^ 1013  State  Street  o 

< Santa  Barbara,  C A 93101  > 

S (800)  235-6937  • (805)  963-1 345  z 

^ • anno  sisiivi^siwnN  ivNOissadoud  • sisiivw's'" 


Our  thanks  to  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  Ltd.  for  honoring  Stack’s. 

Best  Auction  Catalog 
Herman  Halpern  Collection 

Award  presented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  21,  1988. 

Since  1935,  Stack’s  has  set  a high  standard  of  selling  coin  collections  at  auction  by  issuing 
informative,  well-researched,  and  extensively  illustrated  catalogues.  Stack’s  has  been  an 
innovator  in  providing  color  illustrations,  specially  designed  catalogue  covers,  in  depth 
advertising,  and  overall  presentation.  All  this  expertise  (covering  over  500  separate  and 
distinct  sales),  plus  the  largest  catalogue  mailing  gives  Stack’s  the  unique  qualifications  to 
serve  you  better  in  the  sale  of  your  collection. 

IF  YOU  ARE  THINKING  OF  SELLING  — THINK  OF  STACK'S 


123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10019 

(212)  582-2580  • FAX  #(212)  245-5018 

America’s  Oldest  and  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer 
And  Leading  Coin  Auctioneer  For  Over  50  Years 
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AVAILABLE  FROM 
BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  GALLERIES 


Numisiaaii^s  nREanE? 

iCOMPANlONl 


grading  skills,  which  the 
author  holds  are  Indispensable 
for  any  potential  buyer  of 
coins  for  Investment,  even  In 
the  slabbing  era. 

The  author's  review  of  books 
and  periodicals  serving  the 
market  la  unsparing  In  Its 
accuracy.  Whether  It  Is  the 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  (the 
"Red  Book" ) , the  new  Coin 
World  Guide  to  U.S.  Coins,  the 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  (the 
"Grey  Sheet"),  The  Certified 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  (CCDN), 
or  the  NGC  Market  Index, 

Travers  evaluates  the  extent  of 
their  usefulness  and  their 
limitations  for  the  Investor. 

In  his  section  "M^ulaged  News," 

Travers  documents  the  manner 
In  which  the  CCDN,  most  widely 
used  guide  In  the  slab  market, 
attempted  first  to  Ignore  and 
then  gloss  over  the  severe 
market  tumble  of  Mld-1988.  Of 
course,  brainless  whistling  as 
you  walk  past  the  graveyard  Is 
nothing  new  In  numismatic 
reporting. 

Until  the  early  1980 's,  the 
leading  weekly.  Coin  World,  was 
afflicted  with  a Pollyanna 
spirit  of  "everything  Is  always 
wonderful,"  preventing  It  from 
reporting  market  realities  with 
full  objectivity  before  the 
change  in  editors  of  1983. 

CCDN,  however,  muted  reality 
more  selectively,  "giving 
dealers  the  opportunity  to  cash 
out  their  positions;  the  fact 
that  investors  subscribe  to  the 
CCCD  may  explain  why  its  pub- 
lishers didn't  want  to  create  a 
panic,"  the  author  believes. 

Travers  counsels  watching  the 
prices  published  In  CCDN,  com- 
paring these  to  bourse  floor 
realities  and  buying  when  the 
real  market  Is  lowest,  rather 
than  being  distracted  by  the 
kind  of  editorial  peibulum 
served  up  during  the  1988  "correction."  While  many 
voices  are  cheering  the  injection  of  "Wall  Street  Money" 
Into  Investment  numismatics,  Travers  cautions  that  $40 
million  purchases,  combined  with  the  speed  of  electronic 
trading  on  the  American  Numismatic  Exchange  (ANE),  have 
accelerated  the  boom  ^md  bust  cycle  from  years  to  months. 
Only  the  most  astute,  well-read  and  nimble  Investor  can 
survive  In  the  super-fast  post-Wall  Street  coin  market,  he 
avers . 

In  tracing  the  historical  development  of  Investment 
numismatics  since  the  later  1970 's,  the  author  Is  at  his  best. 
The  more  stark  revelations  begin  with  remarks  of  Stanley 
Apfelbaum,  president  of  the  now-bankrupt  First  Coinvestors 
Inc.,  as  published  In  the  firm's  shareholders'  report  for  the 
last  quarter  of  1987. 

A self-professed  pioneer  In  telephone  coin  sales  or  tele- 
marketing, Apfelbaum  will  be  recalled  by  many  readers  for 


■ The  Numismatist's 
Fireside  Companion, 
edited  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  A delightful 
collection  of  articles 
from  the  award- 
winning Rare  Coin 
Review,  featuring 
such  well-known 
authors  as  John  J. 
Ford,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Cal  Wilson, 
Tom  Becker,  and 
Bruce  Lorich. 

(Stock  No.  BBM-201), 
softbound.  $9.95. 
(Plus  $2  shipping 
and  handling.) 


. EINSTEIN  • GERSHWIN  • LAZARUS  • SHC// 

^ Mel  Wacks  NLG,  thanks  fellow  Numismatic  Liter-  J 
O aryCuildmembersfortheirfriencdshipand support  Z 
§ of  the  educational  projects  of:  ^ 
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To  receive  future  news  bulletins  write: 
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5 1 89  jeffdale  Avenue 
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his  pald-advertlalng  "column"  In  Coin  World,  In  which  hm  ooc« 
wrote  rather  belligerently  that  he  knew  the  %#orat  offenders 
In  such  telephone  sales...  since  he  had  trained  them  himself. 

In  his  shareholders'  report,  Apfelbaum 's  startlingly  candid 
statements  reveal  the  actual  structure  of  pricing,  mark-ups 
and  commissions  In  pre-electronlc  Investment  coin  sales. 
Arresting  too  are  first-person  revelations  of  other  veterans 
of  day-to-day  operations  of  several  major  telemarketing  firms 
of  the  1980 's,  offered  In  Interviews  conducted  by  Maurice 
Rosen. 

In  a subsequent  chapter,  Travers  examines  Investment  through 
coin  dealers  and  Financial  Planners  (FP's) . Financial  Planner 
Involvement,  he  reveals,  brought  as  many  problems  as  benefits. 
One  old-line  dealership  which  had  loudly  credited  Itself  for 
Introducing  FP's  to  coins  went  crashing  Into  bankruptcy  as 
a result  of  this  Infatuation. 

In  "Selling  Coins  through  Financial  Planners  - 1980  Style," 
the  author  shares  with  his  readers  the  actual  Inner  workings 
of  one  squalid  dealership  which  attracted  the  FP  community. 
This  true  tale  combines.  In  motion  picture  and  television 
language,  the  more  bizarre  features  of  Peyton  Place,  One  Flew 
over  the  Cuckoo's  Nest  and  Sanford  and  Son  Into  a single 
unappetizing  package,  since  mercifully  ended  by  bankruptcy. 

Another  feature  of  the  Investor's  Guide  to  Coin  Trading  are 
the  special  sections  on  reure  coins  as  works  of  art  and 
America's  commemorative  coinage.  The  epic  Norweb  Collection 
auctions  conducted  by  Bowers  and  Merena  provide  15  pages  of 
photos  of  top  r^u:ltles  that  also  Illustrate  high  quality 
auction  grading. 

Commemorative  coin  specialist  and  cataloger  Anthony  Swlatek 
offers  the  value  of  his  decades  of  unequalled  hands-on 
experience  In  choosing  his  "Top  Ten  Commemoratlves . " Whether 
the  reader  is  seeking  ways  to  buy  low,  sell  high;  minimize 
acquisition  costs;  sell  slabbed  coins  prof  lt^d>ly  or  understand 
the  volatility  of  gold  and  gold  bullion  coins,  there  Is  a 
section  for  him  or  her  In  the  latest  Travers  title. 

Even  If  the  reader  has  no  desire  to  invest,  this  book  is  of 
Importance  In  under steuidlng  the  jargon  and  news  reported  In 
so  large  a fraction  of  numismatic  periodicals  today.  The 
Investor's  Guide  to  Coin  Trading  belongs  In  every  serious 
numismatic  library. 


******* 


EXCELLENCE 

excelencia 

vorzuglichkeit 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin 
accessories.  For  over  45  years  Whitman  has 
been  supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  relia* 
ble  and  authoritative  reference  books  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  furnishing  collectors  with 
pricing  information,  Whitman  has  made  col- 
lecting interesting  and  enjoyable.  Our  (X)in 
storage  and  display  products  protect  and  en- 
hance even  the  most  discriminating  collec- 
tions. WHITMAN  — the  hobby  standard. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc 
Whitman  Coin  Products 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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FROM  THE  BOOK  STACKS. . . 

By  David  T.  Alaxandex  NLO 
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The  Invaator's  Guide  to  Coin  Trading.  By  Scott  A.  Travers. 
John  Wiley  & Sons,  New  York,  2^0  pp  profusely  lllus. 
Hardcover  $24.95. 

If  there  is  any  problem  with  Scott  A.  Travers'  latest  book. 
The  Investor's  Guide  to  Rare  Coin  Trading,  it  is  the  final 
form  of  its  title.  The  New  York  professional  numismatist, 
often  called  the  "Ralph  Nader  of  Numismatics"  had  originally 
selected  "The  Insider's  Guide,"  but  this  key  word  evoked  the 
specter  of  Ivan  Boesky  et  al  for  publisher  John  Wiley  & Sons, 
who  substituted  "Investor's"  in  the  final  form. 

The  new  book  is  sub-titled  "Secrets  for  Profit  in  Coins  and 
Precious  Metals."  As  in  earlier  Travers  titles.  The  Coin 
Collectors  Survival  Manual  (second  edition,  Prentice  Hall 
Press,  New  York  1988)  and  Rare  Coin  Investment  Strategy 
( second  edition,  s£U]ie  publ.  1989),  the  new  book  unhesitatingly 
rips  aside  the  veil  that  hides  the  seamier  realities  of  the 
Investment  market. 

That  anyone  should  attempt  such  revelation  has  Infuriated 
some  members  of  the  investment  establishment  in  the  past,  and 
the  very  concept  of  consumer  protection  is  unwelcome  in  some 
areas  of  the  wider  world  of  professional  numismatics.  To  some 
dealers,  it  is  an  idee  fixee  that  the  dark  side  of  the  market 
should  never  be  exposed,  "because  business  will  be  hurt." 

That  everybody's  business  is  already  being  hurt  by  well- 
publicized  Federal  Trade  Commission  and  state  officials' 
investigations  is  one  of  Travers'  main  points.  To  a 
thoughtful  reader,  it  is  obvious  that  his  prescription  should 
be  swallowed  even  if  distasteful,  because  business  will  Indeed 
be  hurt  unless  abuses  fure  moderated  in  preparation  for  the 
busy  years  ahead  for  numismatic  Investment. 

A glance  at  Travers'  list  of  acknowledgements  reveals  the 
extent  of  his  research  in  the  numismatic,  governmental  emd 
legal  communities.  The  seriousness  with  which  his  work  is 
taken  is  underscored  by  the  Introduction  penned  by  John 
Albeuiese  and  David  Ball,  founders  of  Numismatic  Guaranty 
Corporation  of  America  (NGC)  euid  the  Professional  Coin  Grading 
Service  (PCGS). 


That  Travers  could  Induce  the  founders  of  the  two  largest  and 
most  competitive  private  grading  services  to  collaborate 
in  this  project  shows  that  not  by  no  means  all  in  the 
Investment  world  fear  objective  reporting.  There  may  be  hope, 
after  all. 

The  major  player  in  the  1990 's  investment  market  is  the 
encapsulated  or  "Slab"  coin.  Travers  provides  a complete 
overview  of  the  major  grading  services  and  their  slabs,  their 
electronic  trading  network  and  population  reports.  His 
objective  analysis  of  the  famous  Salomon  Brothers  Report 
reveals  both  its  strengths  and  weaknesses  as  an  index  of 
coins  that  make  up  the  real  world  of  Investment  coin 
marketing. 

Throughout  this  book,  it  is  underscored  that  coin  grading  has 
been  the  major  bone  of  contention  in  the  coin  market  for  a 
century.  Two  entire  chapters  and  parts  of  others  that  follow 
are  devoted  to  this  thorny  subject,  including  a definitive 
history  of  third-party  grading,  begun  on  a large  scale  in  1979 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Certification  Service 
(ANACS). 

Travers  traces  ANACS'  comet-like  trajectory  from  its  beginning 
to  its  12,00-coln-a-month  peak.  ANACS'  decline  was  equally 
dramatic,  the  result  of  the  1980  market  collapse  and  radical 
readjustment  of  grading  standards,  Travers  says.  Perhaps 
Inadequately  addressed  is  the  Internal  political  strife  at 
ANA  headquarters,  which  crippled  the  service  by  driving  out 
qualified  graders  and  essential  office  staff. 

That  the  Independent  grading  services  eclipsed  ANACS  is  a 
matter  or  history,  although  Travers  dutifully  reports  ANA' 
recent  excursion  into  slabbing  with  its  "ANACS  CACHE." 
Surveying  alternative  services,  he  reports  on  Numismatic 
Certification  Institute  (NCI)  grading  with  the  same 
straightforward  language  NCI  Itself  uses  to  describe  Itself 
and  its  grading  standards. 

Travers'  "How-to”  section  employs  detailed  black  and  white 
photographs  to  point  the  way  to  developing  effective  personal 


We  Grade  Advertisers 


For  a coin  to  rate  an  MS-65  designation,  it  must 
satisfy  a certain  set  of  standards.  The  same  holds  true 
for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  advertisers.  Over  the  years 
we’ve  set  our  own  standards  and  we  spend  thousands  of 
dollars  annually,  in  an  extensive  “blind  testing” 
program,  continually  affirming  the  integrity  of  our 
advertisers.  Those  that  score  high  receive  our  seal  of 
approval  — the  Krause  Publications’  Customer  Service 
Award. 

Like  an  exceptional  coin,  our  advertisers  represent  the 
highest  quality  in  the  industry.  Which  means  you  can 
rely  on  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  to  provide  an 
atmosphere  of  trust  for  both  buyer  and  seller. 
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Robin  M.  Ellis 

ROBIN  ELLIS  COLLECTIBLES 

Post  Office  Box  8468 
San  Antonio,  Texas  78208-0468 
(512)  222-9882 


To;  All  Members,  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen; 

I am  embarrassed  to  write  this  letter  - I had  hoped  to  have 
Volume  23  Number  3 (third  two-month  issue,  1990)  of  the 
"Newsletter"  in  the  mail  to  you  by  this  date  but,  unfortunately, 
it  is  not  to  be. 

As  I have  minimal  text  (articles)  available  for  use,  upon  which 
to  build  a magazine  I am  unable  to  create  a Newsletter  for  the 
two-month  period  May  and  June  of  this  year.  I have  received 
short  articles  from  COL  Bill  Murray,  Mr.  David  Bowers  and  Dr.  Sol 
Taylor;  however,  I need  a few  long  articles  (of  whatever  subject 
your  expertise  or  fancy  turns  to)  and  a lot  of  shor t-to-med ium 
articles  before  I can  assemble  a reasonably  sized  Newsletter 
(12-20  pages  per  issue?). 

Everything  available  to  Mr.  David  Alexander  in  the  form  of 
articles  has  been  used  in  past  editions.  David  is  now  "at  home" 
in  New  York,  and  working  for  Stack *s,  and  as  soon  as  his  personal 
computer  is  located  and  unpacked,  I trust  he  will  use  it  to  write 
an  article  for  me/us.  This  he  has  committed  to. 

But,  for  the  future,  I must  ask  you,  our  members,  for 
submissions.  In  almost  six  years  of  editing  the  Souvenir  Card 
Journal  I have  never  rejected  an  article  submitted  to  me. 

Ofttimes  they  were  poorly  assembled  but  there  were  always  those 
kernels  in  the  text  that  made  them  worthy  of  saving;  a little 
re-writing  and  the  author  eventually  saw  their  name  heading  an 
article.  I'd  like  to  emphasize  that  knowledge  of  the  subject  is 
the  important  element.  If  words  won't  string  together  easily  (I 
find  writing  a reasonably  lengthy  article  quite  hard)  then  mail 
between  us  can  probably  bring  a reasonable  piece  for  publication. 


Looking  at  the  membership  list,  some  names  are  more  known  to  me 
than  others.  And  of  those  I recognize,  I know  many  absolutely 
exude  knowledge  and  talent.  Some  of  the  "known"  names  are 
recognized  authors,  some  may  never  have  authored  anything  yet 
published.  Please  accept  this  "crie  de  la  couer"  - please  write, 
please  submit.  And, 

Thank  youl 

Sincerely, 


Collector  of,  and  Dealer  in.  Ephemera 
Member,  Medal  of  Honor  Historical  Society 
Editor,  Souvenir  Card  Journal;  NLG  “Newsletter" 
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EXTRA  ! i ! INSERT  TO  JANUARY-MARCH  1990  NLG  NEWSLETTER 


INTRODUCING  OUR  NEW 


EDITOR 


ROBIN 


ELLIS 


Robin  Ellis,  numismatic  writer  and  editor  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  has  been  appointed  as  the  next  editor  of  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  Newsletter,  reports  NLG  Executive  Director  David 
T.  Alexander.  "Robin  comes  aboard  just  as  our  January-March  1990 
issue  is  on  the  press  here  in  Miami,"  Alexander  stated.  "Robin 
can  be  contacted  at  (512)  222-9882.  From  now  on,  all  copy  and 
advertising  should  go  to  Robin  at  his  post  office  box  in  San 
Antonio."  The  new  editor’s  address  is: 

P.O.  Box  8468,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78208-0468. 

A native  of  Wales,  Ellis  celebrated  his  40th  year  in  the 
United  States  during  the  first  week  of  April,  Alexander  revealed. 
The  new  editor’s  21-year  military  career  with  the  United  States 
Army  ended  with  Ellis’  retirement  in  1971.  While  in  service,  he 
was  a motion  picture  photographer  and  was  assigned  to  important 
administrative  duties. 

Ellis  has  served  twice  as  editor  of  the  widely  acclaimed 
Souvenir  Card  Journal,  official  organ  of  the  Souvenir  Card 
Collectors  Society.  This  publication  attained  a high  level  of 
writing  and  an  unmatched  excellence  of  graphics  under  Ellis’ 
direction . 

The  new  NLG  editor  cheerfully  describes  his  numismatic 
collecting  interests  as  "ephemera  or  junque,  whatever  interests 
me  and  makes  good  research  material  and  provides  good  material 
for  creative  writing." 

A primary  goal  of  NLG  is  to  restore  its  Newsletter  to  a six 
times  a year  schedule,  which  has  proven  impossible  under  the  last 
three  editors.  "The  great  Elbert  Hubbard  once  said,  ’If  you  want 
to  get  the  work  done,  select  the  busy  man;  the  other  kind  has  no 
time. ’ Recent  Guild  history  both  bears  out  and  contradicts 
Hubbard,  since  we  have  many  very  busy  members  who  also  have  no 
time.  We  confidently  expect  Robin  to  turn  this  situation  around 
for  the  Guild." 

"All  Guild  members  are  urged  to  support  our  new  editor  with 
the  same  enthusiasm  that  they  extended  to  all  editors  since  Lee 
Martin  when  NLG  was  founded  22  years  ago.  Robin  needs  YOUR 
articles,  news  reports,  word  of  hobby  happenings  that  involve  NLG 
Members  AND  more  advertising!  I feel  sure  that  he  will  have  all 
of  our  support  and  goodwill,"  Alexander  concluded. 
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ConmtuMions 


to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  for 
its  wonderful 
efforts  over  the 
years  in  promoting 
numismatic  writing 
and  publishing. 

The  term  "buy  the 
book  before  the 
coin"  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best 
pieces  of 
advice  ever 
given. 


As  a leading 
publisher  and 
distributor  of 
numismatic  books, 
we  do  our  best  to 
"do  our  bit"  to 
help  out  with  this 
important 
sector 
of  our 
hobby. 


AVAILABLE  FROM 
BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  GALLERIES 


HOWfOK  « I 


We 

would 
be  pleased 
to  consider  man- 
uscripts on  subjects  of 
general  interest  in 
U.S.  numismatics 
from  N.L.G. 

. members. , 

★ 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 
BOX  1224,  WOIFEBORO,  NH  03894 


■ How  To  Be  a Suc- 
cessful Coin  Dealer, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers. 
An  inside  look  at  the 
secrets  of  running  a 
profitable  coin 
dealership.  All  your 
questions  will  be 
answered:  every- 
thing from  building 
a coin  stock,  to 
advertising,  to 
grading,  to  authen- 
tication, to  managing 
expenses  is  covered. 
(Stock  No.  BBM-401) 
$14.95  (Plus  $2  ship- 
ping and  handling.) 
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Dutch  Banknote  D««lqn,  A Compendluin.  By  Jaap  Bolten  with 
catalog  by  P.J.  Soetwa.  Da  N^erlandscha  Bank  NV,  Amsterdain, 

1988.  326  large  format  pages,  hard  cover,  profusely 
Illustrated  In  full  color  and  black  and  white.  Retail  price 
$239  from  Kluwer  Academic  Publishers,  101  Philip  Drive, 
Norwell  MA  02061. 

The  term  de  luxe  book  might  have  been  Invented  to  describe 
this  amazing  effort.  Even  considered  solely  "as  book,"  this 
work  would  be  outstanding  for  the  lavish  quality  of  print  and 
paper,  the  yellow  cloth  binding  2md  the  ornate  white-blue 
Interlocking  pattern  of  the  flyleaves,  adapted  from  Dutch  bank 
note  designer  M.C.  Escber's  background  for  the  25-gulden  note 
of  1950. 

In  many  ways,  Dutch  Banknote  Design  Is  to  world  paper  money 
what  R.W.  Julian's  Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint  was  to 
the  medal  field:  a book  which  Is  not  merely  a definitive  emd 
exacting  catalog  but  an  outstanding  example  of  the  printer's 
art  and  craft  as  well.  This  new  Dutch  paper  money  book  Is 
strongly  recommended  to  students  of  fine  printing,  book 
binding,  Dutch  painting  and  engraving  Into  the  bargain. 

High  as  It  may  seem  at  first  glance,  this  book's  retail  price 
cannot  begin  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  Incredible  color  art 
that  enriches  so  Luuiy  pages,  steurtlng  with  the  pale  orange 
one-sided  1814  Nederlandsche  Bank  1,000-gulden  note  to  R.D.E. 
Oxeneiar  and  J.J.  Krult's  multi-colored  front  and  back  sketches 
for  the  1985  250-gulden  "Lighthouse"  note.  Between  these  two 
poles  are  continents  of  color  art  of  Initial  sketches, 
unpublished  proofs  and  variants  of  adopted  notes  covering  more 
th/ui  175  ye^urs. 

This  thorough-going  treatment  recalls  some  of  the  books 
created  by  19tb  century  American  banknote  printers  such  as 
Ormsby  to  publicize  the  quality  of  their  work,  but  no 
comparable  treatment  of  a single  country's  total  banknote 
history  exists  In  the  modem  world. 

Adopted  designs  are  taken  from  the  first  glimmerings  of  the 
designer's  artistic  conception  through  the  finished  product. 
Of  equal  Importance  and  vast  Interest  are  the  essay-proofs, 
rejected  front  or  back  designs  or  plans  for  denominations 
which  were  never  finalized.  Even  among  the  adopted  notes, 
no  book  has  ever  shown  so  many  alternative  color  schemes 
totally  unlike  those  actually  adopted  for  circulation.  In 
all  of  these  "pattern"  categories  this  book  Is  wonderfully 
complete. 

Emerging  from  the  obscurity  of  the  past  are  the  artists 
themselves,  whose  careers,  personalities,  ambitions.  Ideas, 
triumphs  and  occasional  disappointments  come  to  life  In  these 
luxurious  pages. 


The  story  unfolds  in  chronological  order,  from  the  earliest 
Nederlandsche  Bank  notes  Inspired  by  non-Dutch  European  art 
to  the  role  of  the  Rljksacademie  In  the  drastic  redesign  of 
all  notes  early  In  the  20th  century.  Examined  In  minute 
detail  are  the  somewhat  somber  note  series  of  the  1930' s. 
World  War  II 's  lower  denomination  Issues,  the  Liberation  notes 
printed  by  Thomas  de  la  Rue  in  Englmd,  the  "Poetic  notes" 
of  the  post-war  monetary  reform  and  the  1945  competition,  and 
the  polychromatic  modern  Issues  resulting  from  later  design 
contests. 

The  detailed  catalog  of  Nederlandsche  Bank  paper  money 
occupies  some  88  distinctive  Ivory  pages  with  black  and  white 
art  at  the  end  of  the  book;  also  of  the  greatest  value  to 
serious  collectors  Is  the  specialized  appendix  detailing  the 
signers  of  Dutch  paper  money  that  follows. 

A typical  catalog  listing  gives  the  proclamation  and  initial 
circulation  date  for  each  note.  Identifies  Its  designer,  gives 
a detailed  design  description  (Including  Latin  names  of  wild 
life),  color  combination,  engraver's  names,  printing  method 
used  to  create  the  circulating  note  and  details  of  Its 
circulating  life  and  date  of  retirement  where  applicable. 

While  the  first  230  pages  of  this  extraordinary  book  are  In 
English,  the  catalog  of  notes  at  the  end  Is  given  only  In 
Dutch.  This  should  be,  however,  no  serious  problem  to  any 
collector  possessing  a basic  familiarity  with  numismatic  and 
syngraphlc  terms,  many  of  which  have  f^uDlllar  English 
cognates . 

Whether  the  reader  seeks  the  history  of  Dutch  finance,  fine 
printing,  esthetics,  politics,  culture  or  merely  a catalog 
of  the  notes  themselves,  Dutch  Banknote  Design,  a Compendium 
will  more  than  meet  his  needs.  All  of  these  factors  combined 
to  give  this  landmark  work  the  NL6  Best  Specialized  Book: 
World  Paper  Money  in  the  1989  writers'  competition. 

******* 


Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 

Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


agazines,  Inc. 
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Get  the  answers  first. 

Before  you  sell  a coin  collection 
at  public  auction  you  should  have  the 
answers  to  these  essential  questions. 

Get  the  answers  first! 


IHow  many  years  has  the 
organization  been  in  the 
Auction  business? 

Nearly  55  years  in  the  auction 
field.  Stack's  first  auction  sale 
was  held  October  18,  1935 


How  many  auction  sales  has 
the  firm  conducted? 

Stack's  has  held  425  public 
auctions;  83  mail  bid  sales 
consisting  of  over  700,000  lots. 

3 How  many  auction  sales  are 
typically  conducted  during  a 
single  year? 

Stack's  has  conducted  10  to  12 
auction  sales  every  year  for 
the  past  few  decades. 


4 How  many  experts,  and  how 

much  experience  will  beavailable 
for  the  cataloguing  of  a 
collection? 

Stack's  has  16  experts  in  all; 

3 Foreign,  3 Ancient;  7 United 
States;  4 staff  consultants;  with 
a total  of  close  to  350  years 
of  cumulative  experience. 


What  is  the  size  of  the  library 
available  for  the  proper  research 
and  cataloguing  of  a collection? 

Stack's  possesses  the  largest 
privately  owned  numismatic 
library  in  the  world;  containing 
over  10,000  reference  works. 


How  extensive  is  the  firm’s 
mailing  list,  and  how  many 
catalogues  are  actually  printed 
and  mailed  to  interest  buyers? 

Stack's  mailing  list  contains  over 
51,600  names.  More  than  6,000 
catalogues  are  printed  and 
distributed  for  each  auction  sale; 


probably  far  more  than  any 
other  firm  in  numismatics. 

7 How  many  ''name”  sales  has 
the  firm  conducted? 

Stack's  has  sold  over  300  major 
“name"  collections,  including 
many  of  the  most  renowned 
collections  in  the  field. 


8 How  often  are  the  results 

of  the  sales  quoted  in  national 
publications? 

The  results  of  virtually  every 
Stack's  sale,  be  it  public  auction 
or  mail  bid  are  quoted  in  every 
major  publication. 


How  many  universities,  colleges, 
libraries  and  other  public 
institutions  have  sold  their 
collections  through  the 
organization? 

Stack's  has  sold  a total  of  nearly 
100  including  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts  in  Boston,  Charlotte 
Mint  Museum,  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  Cornell 
University,  and  many  others 
throughout  the  nation. 


How  is  the  selling  commission 
determined? 

Fees  are  negotiable  depending 
upon  the  size  of  the  collection  or 
the  rarities  contained.  There  is 
one  fee  only;  with  no  additional 
charges  for  any  of  Stack's 
services  including  insurance, 
promotion  and  printing, 
cataloguing,  etc.  You  know  in 
advance  exactly  what  your 
costs  will  be. 


UWhat  type  of  security  is  available 
to  assure  the  safekeeping  of 
a collection? 

Stack's  has  electronically 
protected  vaults  and  premises; 
two  uniformed,  armed  guards 
are  always  in  attendance; 
complete  insurance  coverage 
against  tire  or  theft. 


What  type  of  equipment  does 
the  firm  have  to  assure  maximum 
bids  from  buyers  and  prompt 
delivery? 

Stack's  has  all  of  its  numismatic 
activities  backed  by  a full 
in-house  computer  operation 
to  provide  quick  and  accurate 
information  to  both  buyers  and 
sellers;  to  maintain  activities  on 
a global  level.  Stack's  uses 
Western  Union  Telex. 


We  think  it’s  important  for  you  to  ask 
these  questions.  And,  after  exam- 
ining our  answers,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  Stack’s  has  the  most 
experience,  the  finest  facilities, 
the  best  staff  for  the  sale  of  your 
collection,  and  an  unparalleled 
record,of  successful  results  in  the 
numismatic  public  auction  field. 


Before  you  consign 

your  coins  talk  to 

Stack’s  The  most 
Successful  Public 
Coin  Auctioneer  in 
the  World. 


123  West  57th  Street.  New  York.  N Y 10019 
(212)  582-2580 


Amencs  's  Oldest  4 Largest  Coin  Dealer 


Dl«coy«rlnq  A— rica;  tha  Coin  Collactlnq  Connection.  By 

Rulau. Krauas  Publications,  lola,  Wlaconsln,  1989. 

328  pagas,  soft  oovar,  profusaly  lllustratad.  $19.95  plus 
$2.50  froB  pobllshar,  700  Bast  Stata  Straet,  lola  WI  54990. 

Tba  product  of  yaars  of  resaarcb,  this  naweat  Rulau  title 
la  a dallgbtful  Innovation  In  nualaaiatic  cataloging.  It 
boldly  sats  aslda  tba  typical  chronological  or  denoi^natlonal 
ordar  of  so  aany  faiilllar  books  for  a new  concept:  the 
gathering  together  of  all  coins,  nedals,  tokens  and  exonumla 
relating  to  all  Buropa^Ul  discoveries  In  and  of  the  New  World. 

Hare  Is  topical  collecting  of  Inforaatlon  on  a grand  scale, 
to  Batch  the  grandeur  of  this  broad  canvas  of  geography, 
history,  religious  farvor,  avarice  and  ambition  that  was  the 
discovery.  This  Is  by  no  means  merely  a Columbus  catalog. 
Important  though  tba  great  Navigator  Is  to  the  total  picture. 

Hare  Instead  are  talas  of  rumored  or  possible  navigators  of 
Phoenicia  and  Egypt  In  ancient  days;  the  oceanic  geunbols  of 
the  venturesome  Irish  monks  described  In  Saint  Brendan's 
legendary  Navlgatlo  Sanctl  Brandanl  kbbatls;  the  Norsemen, 
Polynesian  and  even  Oriental  explorers  hinted  at  so 
tantallzlngly  In  antique  manuscripts  or  defended  so  vigorously 
in  controversial  modam  writing,  sblp-bulldlng  and  voyaging. 

Included  are  numismatic  items  related  to  all  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  French,  English,  Dutch  and  Swedish  colonies, 
whether  made  In  Europe,  the  Hew  World  or  even  beyond.  Coins 
and  medals  contemporary  with  the  events  they  commemorate  are 
joined  by  modem  pieces  stmck  or  cast  for  19th  and  20th 
century  anniversaries,  legal  tender  coins  of  countries  now 
active  In  the  numismatic  world,  exposition  pieces  of  all  kinds 
tied  to  the  discoveries. 

On  the  latter  score,  Rulau's  listing  of  Columbiana  provides 
a welcome  relief  from  the  Inchoate  catalog  of  the  late  Nathan 
Egllt.  Although  still  In  wide  use,  the  catalog  published  by 
that  Chicago  collector  was  a %rork  of  uncommon  disorganization. 
It  frustrated  a generation  of  users  even  as  though  It  mirrored 
the  great  numismatic  sincerity  and  dedication  of  Its  author. 

Rulau  Is  by  no  means  afraid  of  controversy,  as* Is  fitting 
In  a field  scsDetlmes  resounding  with  shrill  argument.  Bis 
new  book  Includes  such  features  as  a discussion  buttressed 
by  coins,  "Did  the  Rotsans  Know  the  Beurth  was  a Globe?"  If 
the  ancient  coins  are  to  be  believed,  the  author  asserts,  the 
answer  must  be  "yes." 

Similarly  stimulating  Is  Antonio  Trlguelros'  essay,  "A 
Portuguese  View  of  the  Columbian  Discoveries,"  which  attempts 
to  place  Columbus'  voyages  In  a continuum  of  the  great  effort 
begun  decades  earlier  by  the  Portuguese  admirals  and  seamen. 
To  soae  readers,  this  may  sound  like  another  Portuguese  "We 
could  have  hired  him  but  didn't. . . therefore  he  doesn't  euoount 
to  Buch"  self- justification. 

The  great  blstorlein-navlgator -geographer  Samuel  Eliot  Morlson 
cautioned  against  soise  of  the  more  exuberant  beliefs  of 
credulous  pro-Norse  writers  In  the  discovery  field  (what 
Michael  A.  Mussmanno  called  "Scandiknavery"  In  1966),  many 
modem  coins,  medals  and  tokens  are  related  to  mclent  and 
recent  Norwegian  explorations  In  Icelemd,  Greenland  or  shadowy 
Vlnland,  not  to  mention  Iowa  and  Minnesota. 

All  such  Norse  or  Scandinavia-related  pieces  of  even  the  most 
recent  date  are  meticulously  cataloged  here.  Thor  Heyerdahl 
and  bis  famous  Kon-Tlki  voyages  are  not  neglected,  since  his 
raft  demonstrated  at  least  the  possibility  of  landings  of 
Polynesian  sailors  of  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America. 

The  thoroughness  of  this  work  Is  shown  by  the  attention  given 
to  the  key  role  of  Castilian  Jewish  leaders  In  politically 
expediting  and  financing  Columbus'  explorations. 
Hungarlan-bom  British  sculptor  Paul  Vlncze's  medal  on  this 
subject  for  the  Judah  P.  Magnes  Museum  In  Woodland  Hills, 
California,  pays  tribute  to  this  important  role. 

However,  It  Is  a bit  startling  to  see  Vlncze  described  as  "the 
finest  living  sculptor-medalist  In  the  world  today, " with  the 
added  assertion  "In  the  author's  view,  the  only  living 
medallists  In  Vlncze's  league  In  1989  are  Gilroy  Roberts  and 
Elizabeth  Jones,  both  Americans.  ” While  justly  paying  tribute 
to  Vlncze's  unique  style,  collectors  with  a wider  horizon  may 
find  this  praise  excessive. 


A few  quibbles  await  correction  In  the  second  edition  which 
'•fill  De  a necessity  as  the  anticipated  flood  of  new  discovery 
anniversary  Issues  appears.  The  so-called  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
Plantation  jeton  (Rulau  E— 30)  is  no  longer  seriously 
considered  American  by  modem  numismatic  reseitrchers;  Anthony 
Notaro's  1976  medal  on  page  246  (E-82),  "Pilgrims  are  We  All," 
94th  In  the  Society  of  Medalists'  series,  may  be  more 
completely  Identified  in  the  next  edition. 

All  trivia  to  the  side,  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  of 
Discovering  America:  the  Coin  Collecting  Connection  lies  in 
breaking  down  the  artificial  barriers  that  have 
compartmentalized  numismatics  In  the  past.  This  Is  a true 
bridge  work,  graphically  demonstrating  the  unity  of  all 
numismatic  collectibles  in  this  world-spemnlng  topic.  Here, 
in  a word.  Is  a major  contribution  to  the  totality  of 
numismatics. 

****** 
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THE  LOSS  OF  A GREAT  NAME  IN  OTTOMAN  NUMISMATICS 
An  Appreciation  of  CUNEYT  OLCER 
by  Cem  Barlok  NLG,  Istanbul 

Cuneyt  Olcer,  one  of  the  greatest  names  In  Ottoman  Turkish 
numismatics,  passed  away  on  Feb.  1,  1990.  Bis  loss  to  Islamic 
numismatics  will  be  felt  not  only  In  his  homeland,  the  Turkish 
Republic,  but  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Olcer  was  bom  In  Ankara  In  1925.  He  graduated  from 
Istanbul  Technical  University  In  1948  as  a construction 
engineer  2md  was  sent  to  the  United  States  by  the  Turkish 
government  to  conduct  on-slte  researches  Into  modern  highway 
constmctlon.  After  several  years  of  employment  as  director 
of  chief  consultant  for  different  branches  of  the  Turkish 
government,  his  first  loves,  Ottoman  history  and  coinage 
dominated  his  life. 

His  work  on  organizing  the  neglected  field  of  Ottoman 
numismatics  began  in  a serious  way  In  1962.  He  visited  all 
of  the  great  museums  of  Europe  to  study  Ottoman  coin  rarities 
and  was  the  first  to  obtain  permission  to  study  Turkish  coins 
In  the  museums  of  Moscow  and  Leningrad  In  the  USSR.  Bis 
findings  were  later  Incorporated  Into  his  widely  acclaimed 
numismatic  books. 

He  was  a founder  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society  In  1968, 
but  declined  to  serve  as  Its  chief  executive,  pleading  his 
busy  schedule  and  wishing  to  encourage  others  In  numismatic 
leadership. 

His  14  books  Included  definitive  Investigations  of  the  coins 
of  Sultans  Mahmud  II,  Abdulmecld  and  Abdulazlz.  His  lifelong 
Interest  In  paper  money  led  to  his  brilliant  Fifty  Years  of 
Turkish  Republic  Banknotes  (50  Yllln  Turk  Kaglt  Paralarl). 

Mr.  Olcer  collected  everything  connected  to  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  coins,  bank  notes,  weights,  bonds,  ^uld  engravings. 
He  assembled  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  Ottoman  coins 
In  the  world.  Including  types,  dates.  Mints,  die  varieties. 
He  was  always  ready  to  teach  young  collectors,  explaining  the 
most  obscure  details  of  this  complex  coinage  to  them. 

We  all  remember  his  statement,  "When  I die.  Inscribe  on  my 
tomb  stone  only  one  phrase,  "He  was  a Lover  of  the 
Ottomans .' "Those  who  had  the  privilege  of  working  with  him 
assert  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  he  was  the  greatest 
contemporary  figure  In  Islamic  Turkish  numismatics. 

Rest  In  piece,  dear  Olcer,  we  all  think  It  will  be  hard  to 
endure  your  loss,  and  all  but  Impossible  to  fill  your  place. 
While  we  will  always  miss  you  In  your  favorite  chair  In  the 
club  each  Saturday,  we  are  sure  you  will  be  with  us  In  spirit 
always. 
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Editor's  Note: 

The  following  Is  the  full  list  of  TurKlsh-language  titles 
appearing  In  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society  obituary  for 
Cuneyt  Olcer: 


Son  Altl  Padlsa  Zamemlnda  Istanbul 'da  Basllmls  Oumus  Paralar. 
Ylldlrlm  Bayezld'ln  Ogullarlna  Alt  Akce  ve  Hanglrlar. 
Sultan  II.  Mahmud  Devrl  Osmemll  Madenl  Paralarl. 

Sovyet  Rusya  Muzellrl  (Moskva  ve  Leningrad)  nde  Nadir  Osmanll 
Paralarl. 

Naklsll  Osmanll  Manglrlarl. 

Sultan  Abdulmecld  Devrl  Osmanll  Madenl  Paralarl. 

Sultan  Abdulazlz  Devrl  Osmanll  Madenl  Paralarl. 
Kareusanogullarl  Beyllgl  Madenl  Paralarl. 

50  Yllln  Turk  Kaglt  Paralarl. 


STOP  PRESS  * STOP  PRESS  * STOP  PRESS 

Executive  Director  David  T.  Alexander  emd  family  will 
L -jtf.  soon  be  relocating  In  the  New  York  area,  Alexander  having  ^ ^ 
accepted  a cataloging  position  with  the  %rall-known  rare  coin 
^»flrm  of  STACK'S  at  123  West  57th  Street  in  Manhattan.  For  sfc 


firm  of  STACK'S  at  123  West  57th  Street  in  Manhattan.  For 
the  present,  NLG  mall 
should  continue  to  be  addressed  to  P.O.  Box  970218,  Miami  -^11^ 
Florida  33197-0218,  until  another  address  Is  established.  ^ 


Alexander  can  be  contacted  at  (305)  238-1651  until  another- 


number  Is  :uinounced. 


* 

At  such  time  that  he  cem  no  longer  be  reached  at  this  number 
calls  may  be  placed  to  Stack's,  (212)  582-2580. 


I'm  not  certain  edxsut  the  date  of  my  first  published 
article,  but  It  must  have  been  a looooong  time  ago.  I 
remember  using  a typewriter  that  weighed  enough  to  anchor  Its 
support  In  a manner  that  would  defy  any  earthquake.  This 
monster  was  owned  by  a publisher  who  allowed  me  to  caption 
photos  I took. 

The  next  typewriter  I used  was  a portable. . . not 
electric;  that  was  sometime  In  the  future,  but  a manual  one 
that  kept  both  hands  busy,  one  returning  the  carriage  and  the 
other  searching  for  keys.  My  system  of  hunt-and-peck  Is  more 
hunt  than  peck,  but  I have  been  able  to  go  fast  enough  to  make 
errors  by  the  dozens. 

One  day  a visit  to  the  local  library  introduced  a large 
electric  unit  that  whetted  my  appetite  for  my  own 
typewriter...  and  reduced  my  budget  via  prolonged  payments. 
But  now  I did  have  my  very  own  "cllckety  clicker"  and 
delighted  In  writing.  No  one  could  read  my  writing,  so  when 
I use  the  term  at  this  point  I refer  to  mechanical  placement 
of  letters  on  a page. 

Time  passed  emd  I used  a lot  of  different  typewriters, 
but  It  was  not  until  a computer  entered  my  life  that  my 
technique  was  greatly  altered.  I purchased  one  of  the  first 
Commodore  Amlgas  In  1985  and  have  seen  It  transformed  from 
a so-called  g2UDe  machine  Into  a formldeUsle  video  and  desk-top 
publishing  tool. 

Software  galore  continues  to  make  It  easier  to  use  and 
more  fun  to  use  In  experiments.  The  major  limitation  seems 
to  be  my  Imagination.  The  computer  corrects  my  spelling, 
suggests  adjectives,  allows  artwork,  multi-tasks  and  has 
software  that  allows  Ideas  to  be  expanded.  The  only  minus 
Is  the  steady  temptation  to  expand  memory,  buy  fancy  genlocks 
and  always  want  new  programs. 

The  writer  of  today  Is  going  to  find  It  easier  to 
complete  articles  and  even  large  books.  More  non-writers  are 
enjoying  the  assets  of  computers  euid  I anticipate  more 
competition  as  they  are  transformed  Into  potential  NLO 
xnembers. 

The  IBM  computers  have  every  conceivable  program 
available  but  prices  have  encouraged  the  spread  of  less 
expensive  clones.  I recently  purchased  an  Amiga  2000  which 
lias  more  memory.  If  you  do  not  have  a computer,  take  a look 
at  this  group.  Price  Is  right,  software  Is  wide-ranging  and 
printers  now  Include  professional-quality  units  costing  much 
less  them  IBM  laser  types. 

No,  this  Is  NOT  a commercial  for  the  Amiga.  I eun  NOT 
Involved  with  Commodore  or  dealers  In  any  fashion.  It  Is  the 
'voice  of  happy  experience,  delighting  In  equipment  that  has 
placed  the  typewriter  In  the  same  stable  as  shank's  meirel 


NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  • INTERNATIONAL  A 

P Ronald  J.Gillio  NLG,  invites  all  fellow  Numismatic  o 
g Literary  Guild  members  to  receive  our  catalogs  § 
S and  news  releases  by  writing  to:  § 

I Ronald  J.  Gillio,  Incorporated 
i Goldmunzen  International 


^ 1013  State  Street 

< Santa  Barbara,  CA  931 01 

S (800)  235-6937  • (805)  963-1 345 

^ • anno  sisiivwsiwnN  iVNOissajoad  • sisiivw*^ 


-13- 


ESSIONAL  NU 


A BOOK  FOR  THE  READER  WHO  WANTS  EVERYTHING 
Ravlmvd  by  Scott  A.  Travers 

Did  you  Know  that  the  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  - - 
coBonly  credited  to  Mint  Chief  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber  - 

- was  actually  designed  by  Olln  W.  Warner?  Were  you  aware 
that  the  use  of  the  word  OLYMPIAD  on  the  1988  Olympic  silver 
dollar  Is  Inaccurate?  Can  you  name  the  only  U.S.  coin  that 
has  aver  bean  repudiated  by  the  government?  (I  won't  keep 
you  In  suspense. .It's  the  Trade  Dollar.)  You'll  learn  this 
and  a great  deal  more  In  the  brilliant  new  Coin  World 
Comprehensive  Catalog  i Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins. 

This  fact-filled  456-page  voliune  Is  one  of  the  most 
Informative,  useful  and  fascinating  books  I've  ever 
encountered  - - on  coins  or,  for  that  matter,  on  any  subject 
at  all.  It's  an  all-ln-ona  compendium  of  everything  coin 
collectors  always  wanted  to  know  about  their  hobby  (but 
possibly  weren ' t sure  where  to  turn ) . Coin  World  boasts 
justifiably  of  being  "The  Weekly  Newspaper  of  the  Entire 
Numismatic  Field".  The  Coin  World  Encyclopedia  chooses  a 
narrower  spectrum:  United  States  coins.  Including  pre- 
federal  coinage,  pioneer  gold  and  patterns.  But  within  that 
segment  of  the  numi smatlc  field.  It  Is  clearly  the  definitive 
book,  just  as  Coin  World  Is  the  standard  against  which  all 
other  numismatic  journals  are  measured. 

This  Is  the  second  comprehensive  coin  book  Issued  by  Coin 
World  In  less  than  two  years,  and  It  builds  upon  the 
foundation  established  by  the  earlier  work,  the  Coin  World 
Guide  to  U.S.  Coins.  Prices  t Value  Trends  (written  by  William 
T.  Gibbs  with  Trends  values  by  Keith  M.  Zaner.  Like  the 
Coin  World  Guide,  the  new  Encyclopedia  furnished  pricing  data 
adapted  from  the  popular  Trends  section  of  the  weekly 
newspaper,  over  which  Zaner  presides  with  singular  skill. 
As  P.  Bradley  Reed,  coordinator  of  the  Encyclopedia  project, 
notes  at  the  outset  of  the  new  book:  "Market  yalues  are 
Important  bits  of  Information,  and  therefore  should  be 
Included"  In  the  book,  even  though  It  Is  not  Intended  as  a 
price  guide. 

The  market  values  - - In  five  levels  of  preservation  - - 
provide  Important  perspective  for  readers,  eneUallng  them  to 
view  each  coin  not  only  In  the  context  of  how  It  came  to  be 
made,  but  also  In  terms  of  what  It's  worth.  This,  of  course. 
Is  always  of  Interest  to  anyone  owning  coins.  Even  more 
knowledge^lble  collectors,  well  aware  of  the  value  of  their 
coins,  will  find  these  data  useful  since  they  obviate  the  need 
to  turn  to  other  price  guides  while  carrying  on  reseeurch  with 
the  aid  of  this  book. 

Coins  eire  listed  by  date  and  Mint  mark  within  each  series. 
In  the  time-honored  fashion,  and  mintages  (Including  the 
niuaber  of  proofs)  eire  provided  as  part  of  each  listing.  But 
the  Coin  World  Encyclopedia  Is  far  more  th£m  just  a price 
guided  The  thorough  reader  will  find  this  remarkable  book 
crammed  with  enjoyable  tidbits  of  facts,  figures,  lore, 
legend,  commentary  fuid  criticism.  Some  of  these  are  familiar, 
others  little  known  or  seldom  heard.  And  all  are  engrossing. 

Credit  for  this  literary  triumph  belongs  primarily  to  the 
masterful  trio  that  put  It  together:  Its  editor,  David  T. 
Alexander;  technical  editor,  Thomas  K.  DeLorey;  and  project 
coordinator  Reed.  They  have  given  us  a book  with  wit,  wisdom 
and  a wealth  of  Information.  Take  the  Item  on  the  Columbian 
half  dollar,  for  exeuople.  In  the  section  on  "United  States 
Commemorative  Coinage,"  we  are  told  that  this  first  U.S. 
commemorative  coin  - - was  designed  by  Olln  Weurner  "and 
adapted  without  credit  to  this  artist"  by  Charles  Barber. 

Later  In  the  commemorative  section,  we  learn  that  the  use  of 
the  Inscription  "OLYMPIAD"  on  the  1988  Olympic  silver  dollar 
was  erroneous,  since  the  word  Olympiad  "represents  a period 
of  four  years,  not  the  actual  games".  The  1988  Olympics,  we 
are  told,  are  properly  described  as  "Games  of  the  XXIV 
Olympiad" . 

One  of  the  moat  appealing  features  of  the  new  Encyclopedia 
Is  Its  highly  detailed  coverage  of  pre- federal  coinage, 
pioneer  gold  and  patterns.  Often,  these  areas  get  short 
shrift  In  supposedly  comprehensive  U.S.  coin  books,  play 
second  fiddle  to  regular  U.S.  Issues  and  commemoratlves.  This 
time,  they  are  treated  with  tender  loving  care  and  examined 
In  the  depth  they  deserve  and  Indeed  require. 

Pre- federal  coinage  Is  divided  Into  two  principal  groups. 
"Colonial  and  Early  State  Issues"  are  reviewed  In  one  segment, 
and  the  "Confederation  Period"  Is  profiled  In  another.  Each 
segment  then  contains  a section  on  each  of  the  major  Issues  - 

- Plantation  tokens.  Elephant  tokens  and  Rosa  Americana 
Coinage  In  the  Colonial  portion,  for  example,  and  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey  and  Hew  York  coinages  In  the  chapter  on 
Confederation  Issues. 

For  each  Individual  Issue,  brief  historical  background  la 
provided.  Bach  Issue  Is  then  broken  down  Into  major 
varieties,  and  the  reader  Is  given  guidelines  on  bow  to 
distinguish  each  one.  Researchers  will  greatly  appreciate 
the  Inclusion  of  auction  data  telling  how  much  some  of  these 
pieces  brought  at  major  sales.  Similarly,  Important  varieties 


are  cited  and  described  throughout  the  chapters  on  regular 
U.S.  coinage.  Readers  will  find  this  particularly  helpful 
In  the  sections  on  early  series,  where  overdated, 
modifications  In  lettering  and  Inscriptions  and  other 
sometimes  subtle  - - but  nonetheless  significant  - - design 
variations  occurred  on  a regular  basis. 

The  Coin  World  Encyclop^la  devotes  more  than  100  pages  to 
pattern  coins,  and  even  Includes  a section  on  patterns  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  "Might-have-been"  coins  appeal 
to  everyone  with  the  slightest  Interest  in  coin  collecting  - 
- from  neophyte  hobbyist  to  numismatic  scholar  - - and 
this,  I am  sure.  Is  a portion  of  the  book  that  virtually  every 
reader  will  find  absorbing.  It  is  notable  not  only  for  its 
completeness,  but  also  for  being  up  to  date:  It  covers  such 
relatively  recent  coins  as  the  Martha  Washington  trial  pieces 
of  1965  and  promotional  trial  strikes  of  the  Bicentennial 
dollar  and  half  dollar  of  1976. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  book,  the  pattern  section  benefits  from 
an  abundance  of  high-quality  actual-size  coin  photographs. 
Many  of  the  photos,  especially  in  this  section  are  of  coins 
from  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  The  editors  also  secured  numerous  photos  from 
leading  auction  firms.  And,  of  course,  the  drew  upon  Coin 
World's  own  magnificent  files. 

Unlike  some  encyclopedias,  this  one  is  often  colorful  and 
zesty,  not  dull  and  dry.  A case  in  point  occurs  in  the  text 
introducing  the  section  on  "United  States  Gold  Coinage". 
Writing  of  the  well-publicized  controversy  that  greeted  the 
Introduction  of  the  Incuse-rellef  Indian  Head  half  and 
queurter  eagles  in  1908,  the  editors  toll  us  that  the  coins, 
designed  by  sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  "were  savagely 
criticized  by  many.  Including  the  vindictive  Samuel  B. 
Chapman,  Philadelphia  coin  dealer  and  neurrow  minded 
traditionalist  ..." 

In  a similar  vein,  the  editors  cite  the  difficulties 
encountered  by  famed  sculptor  Augustus  Saint -Gaudens  In 
getting  his  beautiful  designs  for  the  eagle  and  double  eagle 
translated  Into  actual  coinage.  They  comment  that  "many 
obstacles  were  placed  In  the  way"  of  the  coins'  production 
"due  to  the  petty  jealousy"  of  Chief  Engraver  Barber.  As  a 
result,  they  observe,  "the  beauty  of  the  original  double  eagle 
models  suffered  drastic  reworking,  emerging  tragically 
emasculated  from  this  process". 

These  particular  matters  are  feunlllar  to  most  students  of 
coinage  history,  but  the  editors'  refreshing  candor  and 
delicious  phraseology  lift  them  from  the  level  of  weak 
historical  tea  to  flzz-fllled  numismatic  champagne. 

I can  think  of  no  expert  more  qualified  to  guide  us  on  such 
a tour  de  force  them  David  Thomason  Alexander.  This 
illustrious  edltor-wrlter-cataloger  combines  vast  knowledge 
of  virtually  every  area  of  numismatics  with  masterful  command 
of  the  English  language  and  a writing  style  noteUsle  for  Its 
sharp  and  often  pungent  wit.  Alexander  not  only  posses  a sure 
grasp  of  the  broad  sweep  of  numismatic  history,  but  also  has 
a keen  eye  for  the  kind  of  delightful  detail  - - frequently 

overlooked  by  others  that  leavens  the  recounting  of  that 

history. 

Although  he  Is  not  a member  of  the  Coin  World  staff,  Alexander 
has  had  a long  and  cordial  relationship  with  the  organization. 
He  joined  the  paper's  staff  In  1974  as  staff  writer  and 
International  editor,  then  served  with  distinction  as 
executive  editor  of  Numismatic  scrapbook  magazine.  Its  sister 
publication,  before  leaving  in  1981  to  pursue  opportunities 
In  the  coin  field's  commercial  sector.  He  has  worked  as  a 
cataloger  for  several  major  coin  firms  and  handled  some  of 
the  greatest  U.S.  rarities. 

In  the  friendly  but  competitive  world  of  numismatic 
journalism,  Alexander  Is  a first  among  equals:  Since  1982, 
he  has  been  executive  director  of  the  prestigious  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild.  In  1987,  the  NL6  recognized  his  service  to 
the  group  and  lifetime  of  achievement  by  honoring  him  with 
the  coveted  Clemy  Award. 

Thomas  K.  Delorey,  the  new  book's  technical  editor,  was 
likewise  an  Ideal  choice  for  this  vast  undertaking.  DeLorey, 
like  Alexander,  Is  a former  Coin  World  staffer:  He  worked 
there  from  1973  to  1978,  becoming  editor  of  the  widely  read 
Collectors  Clearinghouse  section.  Thereafter,  he  joined 
the  staff  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Certification 
Service,  where  he  launched  ANACS  grading  In  1979  and  rose 
to  the  position  of  senior  authenticator-grader.  He  now  plies 
his  considerable  skills  for  a major  Chicago  coin  dealership, 
Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd. 

P.  Bradley  Reed  was  a valued  writer  and  editor  for  Coin  World 
before  being  promoted  to  his  current  position  as  manager  of 
ancillary  products  for  the  organization.  In  that  capacity, 
he  Is  coordinating  the  many  new  coin-related  marketing 
activities  now  being  pursued  by  Amos  Press  Inc.  One  of  these, 
of  course.  Is  the  Coin  World  Encyclopedia,  and  his  knack  for 
pulling  together  complex,  broad-spectrum  projects  Is  clearly 
In  evidence  here. 


Conmtuktions 


to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  for 
its  wonderful 
efforts  over  the 
years  in  promoting 
numismatic  writing 
and  publishing. 

The  term  "buy  the 
book  before  the 
coin"  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best 
pieces  of 
advice  ever 
given. 


As  a leading 
publisher  and 
distributor  of 
numismatic  books, 
we  do  our  best  to 
"do  our  bit"  to 
help  out  with  this 
important 
sector 
of  our 
hobby. 


AVAILABLE  FROM 
BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  GALLERIES 
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We 


would 
be  pleased 
to  consider  man- 
uscripts on  subjects  of 
general  interest  in 
U.S.  numismatics 
from  N.L.G. 
.members.^ 

★ 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 
BOX  1224,  WOIFEBORO,  NH  03894 


■ Walter  Breen's 
Complete  En- 
cyclopedia of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins. 
The  most  com- 
prehensive guide  to 
U.S.  coins  ever 
published!  754 
pages,  over  4,000  il- 
lustrations. Winner 
of  the  NLG  Book  of 
the  Year  Award, 
1988.  (Stock  No. 
BBR-764)  List  price: 
$75.  Special  discount 
price:  $59.95.  (Plus 
$2  shipping  and 
handling.) 
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The  Coin  World  Bncyclopadla  Is  a direct  descendant  of  the 
Coeprehenslve  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins, 
first  released  by  the  Scott  Publishing  Co.  of  New  York  In  1971 
under  the  editorship  of  numismatic  author  Don  Taxay.  A new 
edition  of  that  work  was  published  In  1976  with  revisions  by 
Joseph  H.  Rose  and  Howard  Bazelcom.  Both  won  wide  acclaim  - 
- but  as  Reed  points  out,  the  1990  Coin  World  Encyclopedia 
■has  been  so  completely  revised  that  It  Is,  In  effect,  a 
different  book." 

It  Is,  In  my  opinion,  not  only  a different  book  but  a better 
one.  It  covers  a broader  scope  and  does  so  In  greater  detail 
- - emd  Its  text  2uid  Illustrations  are  both  superior. 

Publication  of  the  new  Encyclopedia  culminates  several  years 
of  pltuinlng  and  preparation.  And  judging  from  prepubllcatlon 
Interest,  It's  likely  to  be  a hobby  best-seller  of  the  first 
magnitude.  In  fact.  It's  being  awaited  eagerly  by  non- 
hobbyists,  as  well:  Libraries  across  the  country  have 

ordered  It  In  substantial  qu^mtltles,  recognizing  that  this 
will  be  a reference  tool  of  Incalculable  value  to  their 
patrons . 

■Pre-publlcatlon  response  has  been  superb",  said  William  L. 
Corsa  Sr.  of  Specialty  Books  In  New  York,  who  Is  overseeing 
the  marketing  of  the  book.  "Everyone  we've  contacted  has  been 
highly  enthusiastic  about  this  project." 

The  book  Is  being  offered  In  two  versions:  a hardbound  edition 
priced  at  $35  and  a soft-cover  volume  costing  $19.95.  It's 
published  by  World  Almanac  In  conjunction  with  Pharos  Books 
of  New  York,  and  Is  being  distributed  to  non-numlsmatlc 
outlets  by  that  firm.  Coin  World  Is  handling  distribution 
within  the  hobby.  First  copies  should  reach  purchasers  around 
mld-Aprll,  Corsa  said. 

The  Coin  World  Comprehensive  Catalog  & Encyclopedia  of  United 

States  Coins  Is  deep,  wide  and  handsome  - - an  encyclopedia 

in  the  finest  sense  of  the  word.  And,  In  my  opinion.  Its  the 
llterzury  equivalent  of  the  coin  field's  "Instant  rarity":  an 
Instant  classic.  This  Is  one  bookshelf  album  that  belongs 
on  every  coin  collector's  bookshelf. 
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To  receive  future  news  bulletins  write: 
Numismarketing  Associates 
5 1 89  Jeffdale  Avenue 
Woodland  Hills, CA91364 
(818)884-1348 
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